Point of View 
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	Depending on the bias of the individual or group, the facts that are considered will be significantly different.  Read the following reactions to the statement by various people.

	Statement:  This steamship is really awesome!

	Captain of 
the ship
	“This is a new beginning for shipping history!  Elegance, power, and speed.  Full-steam ahead!”

	Navigator
	“I am a little worried as we sail into the North Atlantic.  I have received several berg warnings.  I have my work cut out for me.”

	Third Class Passenger
	“Our room is quite cozy with three sets of bunk beds. It seems quite clean, since it is new. And, I’m excited about our access to some of the upper decks.  We can’t mingle everywhere, but perhaps we’ll enjoy some crisp, cool air!”

	Young Girl
	“This boat is huge!  And, I can smell fresh paint and carpeting.  I’ve never seen such beautiful colors.  And, the staircases are just calling for me to run and slide on the banisters. This is the ship of my dreams!”

	Rich, old man
	“Lovely, yes.  But the finest in elegance?  I think not!  My stateroom is barely that!  A simple room with meager furnishings and bedding.  I have stayed in much finer quarters for my penny!”

	Chef
	“All this food is ready for preparation.  I have a new cooking crew who doesn’t understand the fine art of preparing food for thousands that is pleasing, to the eye as well as the taste buds.  And, my cooking resources may be new, but they are un-tested.”

	Steamship mechanic
	“It is so hot down her in the belly of the ship.  This is such a massive lady.  To keep her powered will be quite the chore for all one hundred of us. I’m not pulling anyone else’s weight down here!”

	Stowaway
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“Wow!  What luck I have!  I am on the biggest ship in the world with the richest people in the world.  I couldn’t ask for a better life!”


	Consider the viewpoints of the various people on the ship.

	1. Make a chart that lists the people who have good attitudes about the ship and those who do not have good attitudes about the ship.

	
	

	
	

	2. On your chart, write what you may know about these people.  What might they be like that makes them react this way to the statement?

	3. What evidence is used to support the people’s opinions?
	

	4. What picture is painted for the reader or listener based on all these viewpoints?
	

	5. What facts are missing?
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Now, read the nonfiction selection 
about a steamship that was said to be 
the best in design, size, and speed.

The Titanic, Ship of Dreams


In the early 1900s, the business of transatlantic steamships was quite competitive.   There were advances in ship design, size, and speed, and of course, some were determined to focus on size and elegance rather than pure speed.  In 1907, White Star Line's managing director J. Bruce Ismay and Lord James Pirrie conceived of three magnificent steam ships which would set a new standard for comfort, elegance, and safety.  The first two were to be named Olympic and Titanic, the latter name chosen by Ismay to convey a sense of overwhelming size and strength. It took a year to design the two ships. Construction of Olympic started in December, 1908, followed by Titanic in March 1909. 

The Belfast shipyards of Harland & Wolff had to be re-designed to accommodate the immense projects while White Star's pier in New York had to be lengthened to enable the ships to dock. During the two years it took to complete Titanic's hull, the press was primed with publicity about the ship's magnificence, making Titanic virtually a legend before her launch. The "launch" of the completed steel in May 1911, was a heavily publicized spectacle. Tickets were sold to benefit a local children's hospital.

On 10 April 1912, the Titanic commenced her maiden voyage from Southampton, England, to New York, with 2,227 passengers and crew aboard. At 11:40 p.m. on the night of 14 April, traveling at a speed of 20.5 knots, she struck an iceberg on her starboard bow. At 2:20 a.m. she sank, approximately 13.5 miles east-southeast of the position from which her distress call was transmitted. 

Lost at sea were 1,522 people, including passengers and crew. The 705 survivors, afloat in the ship's twenty lifeboats, were rescued within hours by the Cunard Liner, Carpathia. 

There was one fictional story written by a merchant seaman by the name of Morgan Robertson. Robertson's book was about an unsinkable passenger liner that sank while carrying the elite people of the time. The ship in Robertson's story was called the Titan and the book was titled The Wreck of the Titan. Even though the book is fictitious, the events in the story parallel the events of the Titanic. Both ships were built to be unsinkable. Both ships sank after striking an iceberg. Both ships were on their maiden voyage. The most well to do famous people were on the Titan and Titanic. Only one third of the passengers on each ship survived. Both ships had an inadequate number of lifeboats. Both ships were encouraged to break speed records during their voyage. Robertson's book 
The Wreck of the Titan was never published. Each time it was rejected by editors; they told him the same thing. The story was unbelievable. Surely the events he wrote of could not possibly happen to an unsinkable ship. The book, The Wreck of the Titan was written in 1898, fourteen years before the Titanic hit an iceberg and settled on the bottom of the northern Atlantic. 

Titanic discovered 
The wreck of the Titanic was located by a French and American team on September 1, 1985 in 12,500 feet of water about 350 miles southeast of Newfoundland, Canada. A 1986 expedition documented the shipwreck more thoroughly.


Adapted from http://www.webtek.no/titanic/
Sometimes an author or speaker’s background will influence what he or she writes or says. This is especially true when the author is trying to present an argument or make a point. Understanding how the author’s own personal experiences affect the viewpoint will help you evaluate how well he or she makes the point.





Titanic’s specifications: �Length overall: 882.5 feet �Gross tonnage: 46,329 tons �Beam: 92.5 feet �Net tonnage: 24,900 tons �Depth: 59.5 feet �Cost: $7.5 million








