
Reading Guide for “The Jacket” By Gary Soto 

Before Reading:  Connect with the Narrator 

Below are some of the feelings that the narrator 

experiences. Write about a time when you felt 

these emotions. What caused those feelings? 

What was it like? What did you do? 

 Anger 

 Embarrassment 

 Sadness 

 Loneliness 

During Reading: As you read “The Jacket” 

consider the emotions you wrote about in the 

before reading. Complete questions 1-6 which 

are embedded in the text.  

After reading:  

1. What is the selection’s thesis? Copy the 

sentence(s) in which Soto states his main idea. 

If he does not state it directly, express the 

thesis in your own words.  

2. What does the narrator mean when he calls 

the jacket “that green ugly brother who 

breathed over my shoulder that day and ever 

since” toward the end? What does this tell you 

about the evolution of his feelings toward the 

jacket?  

Writer’s Craft 

 3. At various points, Soto uses personification 

to describe the jacket. Where and how does he 

do so? What does this figurative language imply 

about his feelings toward the jacket? 

 4. In paragraphs 2 and 9, Soto presents key 

contrasts. What does he contrast in these 

paragraphs? How do these contrasts contribute 

to the thesis? 
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