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Some types of writing, such as news reporting, are supposed to be objective. That means the 
author should not let his or her feelings about the subject show. When a writer can’t hide 

these feelings, or lets them affect the writing, this is called bias.  
 

How to recognize bias:  
 Watch for loaded words: Words that have strong emotions behind them are 

called loaded words. They are usually negative.   This technique is also called 
“Semantic Slanting”~ “Semantic” means word, and “Slanting” means to make one 
think in a certain way. 

 Watch for stereotypes: Stereotypes label all members of a group as being the same 
and does not take individual differences into account. This often results in prejudice.  

 Watch for one-sided arguments: This happens when writers present only one 
side of the situation.  

 

Look at the following examples and decide what kind of bias the writer is showing. 
 

Statement Type of Bias Clue 
Crazy skateboarders are a menace to 

pedestrians.  
  

Trees should never be cut down because it 

hurts the environment.  
  

Senator Jones’ position on taxes is stupid.   

Finding a cure for hangnails is the most 

important task in the history of humankind. 
  

The government of the United States is 

divided into three branches: the executive, 

the legislative, and the judicial.  

  

Little children are difficult to handle.   
 

 

People who don’t have pets are not very 

friendly.  
  

Although there is conflicting evidence, Roger 

Smith is guilty of this crime.  
  

 

Sometimes, an author’s writing will be influenced by personal feelings about the 
subject.  In other words, how the author feels about something will affect how he or she 
writes. In order to judge the truthfulness or accuracy of a passage, the reader must be 

able to evaluate how the author’s emotions have shaped the way the author writes. 

Now, take time to re-word (semantically slant) the phrases above to have a more positive connotation! 



When the RMS Titanic hit the iceberg, 

there was much confusion and chaos.  As 

it became clear that the ship was going 

to sink, people began to flock to the 

lifeboats.  Read the following selections 

to understand about lifeboats on Titanic. 

 

Lifeboats of Titanic: 
There were 20 lifeboats were fitted as follow: 
 

 14 wood lifeboats each 30'0" long by 9'1" by 4'0" deep with a capacity of 65 persons each.  

 2 wood cutter 25'2" long by 7'2" by 3'0" deep with a capacity of 40 persons each.  

 4 Englehardt collapsibles boats 27'5" long by 8'0" by 3'0" deep with a capacity of 40 persons each.  

 

All lifeboats were fitted with Murrays 

disengaging gear to simultaneously free both 

ends. The lifeboats were stowed on hinged 

wood chocks on the top Deck.  In addition to 

the lifeboats, The Titanic carried 3560 life 

belts (jackets) and 49 life buoys. 

There is wide belief that the Titanic's 

lifeboats were repainted and reassigned to 

other White Star Ships. They were almost 

new, being used only once. 

 

 

Think about the situation at hand:   

 

 How many people could the 

lifeboats accommodate, if filled to 

capacity? 

 

 There were 2,223 people on board 

Titanic.  There were 706 survivors.  

What percentage of people survived 

the Titanic disaster? 

 

 

 



People perceived the lifeboat situation in different ways.  Read the information 
below and analyze each person’s bias by inferring any experience that may 
influence their words as well as how their word choice reflects their bias. 

Person Statement 
Analyze the person’s 

Bias 

Andrew 
Carlyle,  

ship designer 

“I am adamant when I say that this ship deserves at 
least 48 lifeboats for safety reasons. I understand that 
we are considering economic implications, but we 
must adhere to shipping regulations.” 

 

Sir Alfred 
Chalmers, 
Board of 

Trade 

“This ship has ample lifeboats.  Due to 
advancements that had been made in ship building it 
is not necessary for boats to carry more lifeboats. 
The latest boats are stronger than ever and had 
watertight compartments making them unlikely to 
require lifeboats at all. Also, it would be impossible 
for crew members to be able to load more than 
sixteen boats in the event of a disaster.  Besides, the 
provision of lifeboats should be a matter for the ship 
owners to consider.” 

 

Ship’s 
decorator 

“We’ve got 20 lifeboats, which is a gracious 
plenty.    Our lifeboats are being placed on the top 
deck.  I understand that some people want 32 
lifeboats according to regulation, but I am 
recommending only 20.  We need space for 
people to roam and enjoy this unsinkable vessel! 
Let’s not clutter our beautiful ship!” 

 

Captain 
Edward 

John Smith 

“It seems that people are confused about where they 
should go after the order to launch the lifeboats had 
been given. There should have been a lifeboat drill 
on 14th April, but I cancelled it to allow people to go 
to church.  Let’s put our faith first.” 

 

Charles 
Lightoller, 
surviving senior 

officer upon 
being questioned 

about the fact 
that the lifeboats 
were not filled to 

capacity 

“Lifeboats had been tested in Belfast in March 1912 
and each boat had carried seventy men safely. When 
questioned about the filling of lifeboat number six, 
Lightoller testified, “The boat was filled with as 
many people as he considered to be safe. It would be 
impossible to fill the boats to capacity before 
lowering them to sea without the mechanism that 
held them collapsing. I admit that I should have 
made some arrangement for the boats to be filled 
once they were afloat.” 

 

Third class 
passenger 

“Hey!  I hear rude people yelling to go to the 
lifeboats.  This must be the blasted drill that was 
cancelled.  I’m not going out into the cold, frigid 
weather!  Do they think I’m crazy?” 

 

 


