
Biopoem Extension 

Part I: 
Composing a Biopoem:  you write, think about what you know about Rachel’s 
personality, actions, thoughts, feelings, and any information the narrator has shared 
with you about Rachel.  Using this knowledge, you will create a Biopoem about Rachel, 
the main character in the short story, “Eleven” by Sandra Cisernos. 
  

How to Write a Biopoem  
(Line 1) First name  
(Line 2) Three or four adjectives that describe the person  
(Line 3) Important relationship (daughter of . . . , mother of . . . , etc)  
(Line 4) Two or three things, people, or ideas that the person loved  
(Line 5) Three feelings the person experienced  
(Line 6) Three fears the person experienced  
(Line 7) Accomplishments (who composed . . . , who discovered . . . , etc.)   
(Line 8) Two or three things the person wanted to see happen or wanted to experience  
(Line 9) His or her residence  
(Line 10) Last name  

 
From Abromitis, B.S. (1994, June/July). Bringing lives to life. Biographies in reading and the content areas. Reading Today, 

11, 26. Reprinted with permission of the publisher and author.  

 

Biopoem Sample  
Melissa 
Compassionate, energetic, strong, loving  
Wife of Kevin Curry Jr., mother of all children  
Who loved paddling, waves crashing on the shore, and the benefits of reading a good book 
Who was passionate about education, loved to help others, and hated waking up early  
Who feared snakes, feared being late, and feared running out of sweet tea 
Who encouraged excellence for all and accomplished her dreams 
Who wanted to see everyone happy and wanted to experience the great outdoors 
Born in North Carolina and living in Raleigh  
Curry 

Part II: 
Now, it is your turn!  Create a biopoem about you!!  This is a great opportunity to 
introduce yourself to our class.  Be creative and have fun with this assignment.   

 


