
“I watched the film versions of my 

uncle on Titanic, and the story is 

completely fictional.  Evidence has 

shown that my uncle went down 

with the ship after showing great 

heroism.  I am outraged and want 

people to know that he was a hero 

and not a coward.” 

Scott Murdoch, 80,  

nephew of First Officer 

It was Murdoch who was duty officer on the bridge at 

11:40 p.m. on 14th April 1912 when the lookout's 

warning of, "Iceberg right ahead" was called and it was 

he who responded and attempted to avoid the iceberg and 

then closed the watertight doors in the boiler and engine 

rooms. 

Testimony of surviving crew member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis of Titanic First Officer, William M. Murdoch 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Surviving Disaster 
Some types of nonfiction writing are intended to be factual 

presentations of information.  For example, textbooks, 
encyclopedias, and newspaper articles should be written to inform 

and educate the reader. Other types of writing are intended to 
present an opinion or persuade the reader to do or believe 

something. This type of writing includes editorials, advertisements, 
columns, brochures, and pamphlets. In nonfiction writing that is 
persuasive, we have to be aware of an author’s bias, emotional 
factors that influence the author, and semantic slanting (loaded 

words that try to make the audience think a certain way.) 

In the blockbuster movie The Titanic, many are misled by the actions of 

First Officer William Murdoch. In the film, Murdoch, played by Ewan 

Stewart, is portrayed as a coward, who in one scene accepted a cash bribe 

to ensure a male passenger room on a lifeboat. He is shown threatening a 

crowd of fleeing passengers and finally turning the revolver on himself. Is 

this a totally inaccurate and unfair description of events as it depicts 

William Murdoch as a weak and corrupt officer?  Read the accounts below 

to gather facts and evidence relating to this historic figure. 

 

“Historians who have studied the disaster, agree that if there was a 

true hero that night it was William Murdoch. Two inquiries 

conducted into the disaster did not place any blame on Murdoch. 

The British Board of Trade inquiry under Lord Mersey did not 

specifically blame anyone, and the U.S. inquiry by Senator 

William Smith, indicated Captain Edward Smith, accusing him of 

indifference to danger and over-confidence. Following the 

collision with the iceberg, Murdoch was in charge of loading 

lifeboats on the starboard side and snippets of his actions during 

this time are brief but entirely honourable. For example, he is 

known to have stopped a rush by men on Lifeboat No.15: "Stand 

Back! Stand back! It's women first!" and to have dealt strictly with 

two men who sneaked into a boat: "Get out of this! Clear out of 

this!"    

The Scots Magazine 

“William Murdoch instructed Third 

Officer Pitman to take charge of Lifeboat 

No.5 and shaking hands with him and 

smiling said, "Good-bye, good luck."  All 

the historical facts point to Murdoch 

behaving impeccably. He was one officer 

who not only let women and children take 

lifeboats, but also let men go if there was 

any room left."  

Dr. Eric Kentley,  
curator of Titanic exhibition at the 

National Maritime Museum 

Guiding Questions 
 What is the purpose of the 

text?   

 How do the amount of facts 
compare to opinions?  

 Is the opinion from a reliable 
source? 

 What bias is evident? 

 How are loaded words/ 
semantic slanting used? 


