

Golden Age of Athens Reading Notes
Chapter 6 Section 2 “Religion, Philosophy and the Arts” p. 174-180
DIRECTIONS: Complete the table below while reading about Athens’ Golden Age.  
	Years of the Golden Age of Athens
	1. 479-431 BCE

	Describe how Athens became wealthy during this time.
	2. From trade and silver mined by slaves, tributes (taxes) from citizens

	Main political leader


	3. Pericles

	Differences between humans and Greek gods


	4. The gods were perfect in form and had tremendous power.  They were also immortal.  



	Similarities between humans and Greek gods


	5. Men and women, human forms, human characteristics

	Describe how the Greeks honored their gods


	6. The Greeks built temples to their gods, and held festivals and sacrificed animals.  To honor Zeus, they held an Olympian festival every four years.



	The Acropolis in Athens was…


	7. The religious center of Athens, destroyed in 480 B.C. 



	Describe in detail the dramatic arts in Athens


	8. The Greeks were among the first to write plays, they were good actors, they wore masks, and they held plays to honor the gods.


DIRECTIONS: Write one sentence about each person listed below.
9. Thales: A man who believed water was a basic element.
10. Democritus:  He thought everything was made out of tiny particles he called atoms.
11. Socrates:  A philosopher who discussed wisdom and goodness, challenged people’s beliefs, and was put to death for dishonoring the gods.
12. Plato and Aristotle:  Plato was a student of Socrates and Aristotle was Plato’s student. They both founded schools.
DIRECTIONS: Describe each god using information given to you on page 176.
	God or Goddess
	Description
	God or Goddess
	Description 

	Zeus
	King of the gods and goddesses.  Ruler of the sky and storms.  Protector of the law.
	Hades
	God of the dead.  Ruler of the Underworld. 

	Hera
	Wife and queen to Zeus.  Goddess of marriage and women. 
	Athena 
	Zeus’ wise daughter.  Goddess of crafts.  War goddess who defended her cities. 

	Apollo 
	Son of Zeus. Handsome young god of poetry and music. The most widely worshiped of the Greek gods. 
	Poseidon 
	Zeus’ brother.  God of the sea, of water, and of earthquakes.  Lord of horses.  
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