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Chapter 6 Section 1 “Early Greek Civilization”
Directions: As you read the section on pages 168-173, find the details about early Greek civilization.  Use the chart below to record your findings.  




The Rise of Greek Civilization 





Origins





* Minoans lived on Crete and had a large sea-trade network (around 3000-1100BC) 





* Mycenaeans were conquerors who took over the mainland of Greece – they peaked around 1400BC





*  The story of the Trojan War can be found in the epics the Iliad and Odyessy written by Homer





* The Greek Dark Ages lasted from 1100s – 750BC many forgot the practice of writing and trade stopped

















Government 





* Most city-states were first ruled by aristocrats.





* Power shifted from the aristocrats to merchants and artisans (oligarchy).





* Around 500BC Athens developed the first democracy.





* Only Athenian men that were citizens over 18 and not a slave could vote (only about 1 in 5 people).





Geography





*Greece is a peninsula.  No  


  part of Greece is far from 


  the sea.





*Lots of mountains! Only 1/5 of the land was good for growing crops.





* Many Greeks became traders and sailors








* Mountains separated the Ancient Greek cities and they became independent city-states that fought against each other.








